
> When I last emailed you on this subject on ___, The Fountainhead School’s hearing at the Planning 
Commission had been anticipated in May or June. The date of the hearing has now been set for August 
13 at 7:00 PM, in the Orinda Library Auditorium.

Following my April message, a number of the Friends of OrindaVision sent letters or email messages to 
the Planning Commission in support of the OrindaVision position that a preschool is an inappropriate 
use for the Phairs site and that a more comprehensive plan, not piecemeal development of the block 
north of Avenida de Orinda, is called for. Attached are copies of the letter and rationale I sent in April. If 
you did not then have the opportunity to communicate your views on this important planning decision, 
now would be a good time to send your letter or email message to the Planning Commissioners.

Some Orindans have expressed the point of view that since the Phairs site has stood vacant for so long, 
the community should embrace the Fountainhead proposal as surely better than a vacant building. We 
would agree, but think there is a far better alternative. This would be the assembly of the adjacent 
parcels for an upscale, market-rate, multi-family residential development, designed to be in keeping with 
Orinda’s village character. Such a project would likely be well received in the marketplace and would be a 
very significant impetus to the revival of Orinda’s downtown. 

> A preliminary design concept for the Phair’s block, facing north on Orinda Way.

> If you have not already done so, we hope you will join us in urging the Planning Commission to deny 
the Fountainhead application and vote instead for better planning in downtown Orinda.

> Address your letter to the Planning Commissioners, City of Orinda, 22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563, 
or your email to orindaplanning@cityoforinda.org . To be considered prior to the August meeting, it 
should arrive at City Hall by August 7. A copy to me would be helpful to OrindaVision and to the City in 
measuring the extent of the community’s interest in planning for a better downtown. Thanks.

> Sincerely,

> Tom Trowbridge

> Chairman, OrindaVision


